
Introduction to the ILCA 
dinghy

1 – Thinking of getting into class
2 – New to class
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What is an ILCA dinghy?

Copyright Kemp Coaching



ILCA dinghy

• Designed by Bruce Kirby in 1970 and previously 
called the Laser

• Over 220,000 built.  Mens and womens
Olympic single handed class

• Length (LOA) - 4.23m Beam – 1.37m
• Sail area

• ILCA 7 (Standard) 7.06 m2 

• ILCA 6 (Radial) 5.76 m2

• ILCA 4 (4.7) 4.7 m2

• Sailor weight range (approximate)
• ILCA 7 ~75+ kg
• ILCA 6 ~60 – 75 kg
• ILCA 4 ~45 – 60 kg
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The three rigs
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Change only the bo3om mast sec5on and sail



A class for life

• Na#onal and Interna#onal championships are held for all age ranges
• Youth categories

• Open – all ages
• Masters
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High aspirations?

• Olympians (ILCA class since 2000)
• Michael Blackburn, Tom Slingsby, Matt Wearn, Tom Burton, Brendan Casey, Ashley 

Stoddart, Jake Liley, Mara Stransky

• Some AUS Worlds podiums (top 5)
• Peter Conde, Stuart Wallace, Glenn Bourke (3), Stewart Casey, Melanie Denison, 

Alison Casey, Brendan Casey, Sarah Blanck, Nathan Outteridge, Krystal Weir, 
Christine Bridge, Madison Kennedy, Zoe Thompson, and many more

• Some famous names (Olympic, AC, Sail GP, RTW, etc.)
• Robert Scheidt (9 ILCA WC, 7Ol - 2G, 2S, 1B), Ben Ainslie (3 ILCA WC, 6AC), Russel 

Coutts (5AC), Giles Scott (4 Finn WC, 2Ol - 2G, 2AC), Paul Goodison (1Ol – 1G, 
2AC), Dean Barker (6AC) etc. etc.
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Buying a boat
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Buying a new boat

Links to local dealers the Qld Laser website.
• Performance Sailcra8 Australia psasailing.com.au (Australian built PSA hulls)
• Sail27 sail27.com.au (Qld local dealer) 
• NB Sailsports www.nbsailsports.com.au (Element 6 and PSA boats)

ØVarious opFons of fit out
ØHyde v North v Pryde sail opFons – some myths
ØMast rake – some myths and truths
ØILCA 4 boPom secFon angle
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http://psasailing.com.au/
http://sail27.com.au/
http://www.nbsailsports.com.au/


What to look for if buying a 2nd hand ILCA

• Sail number – indicative of age. Information available on ILCA website.
• Stiffness of hull and deck. Signs of repairs.
• Crack between deck and hull, in centerboard casing or around mast step
• Indications of water in the hull?
• Spars - Corrosion on spars and fittings.  Loose fittings on boom / mast.
• Cracks on spars at key stress points (deck gate level, gooseneck, vang

tang, etc)
• Control line and running gear wear
• Foils – repairs, delamination, internal corrosion
• Sails – general condition, repairs, class legal or not
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Hull locations to check
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`
Mast step

Centre board casing 
join at deck level

Deck to hull join around 
boat

Self bailer

Any through deck fixing



Spar corrosion points

Copyright Kemp Coaching

Any rivet or stainless / alloy / 
carbon contact point

Prevent corrosion with Tefgel™
or Duralac™ on all fixings

316 Stainless bolts or 
Monel rivets
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Examples

Crack in mast

Corrosion on vang tang fitting Corrosion on mainsheet saddle

Stainless steel to aluminium alloy electrolysis



Just because it’s carbon doesn’t mean it 
won’t corrode
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Both alloy and carbon masts require an8-corrosion treatment on fi;ng a<achments (eg. TefGel or DuraLac) 



Class Handbook

Copyright Kemp Coaching

General information about the 
class, class constitution, class 
rules, measurement 
information and lots more.

Available online (and free) 
from the class website

www.laserinternational.org



Parts of the boat
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Un-stayed mast
Sleeve sail
Two-part mast
Quick to rig

ILCA 7 ILCA 6 ILCA 4
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The ”Mainsheet and traveller”
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The ”Vang”

Maximum of 7 
turning points and 2 
lines

Note – in any men?on of turning point, the blocks 
aCached to the builder supplied deck block fiEng 
are not counted (Rule 3(a)v).
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The Cunningham

Maximum of 5 
turning points and 3 
lines

6 to 1 and 8 to 1 
common
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The Outhaul Version 1
In-board purchase

Version 2
Out-board purchase

Maximum of 6 
turning points and 2 
lines

Version 3
Out-board purchase


