Laser Waves

Newsletter of the Queensland Laser Association

Laser State Championship 2014 Edition

Hello to all in the Laser community. This is the first LaserWaves newsletter for some
time and we have plenty of news for you.

The last few months have been an interesting period for the Queensland Laser
community and in this newsletter we have reports on:

Our State Championship Titles sailed in beautiful conditions at
Lake Cootharaba.

An exciting River Titles at Maroochy

The success of Queensland Laser sailors at the ISAF Sailing
World Cup Hyeres.

The recognition of Ken Hurling6s
Lasers with the award of his Life Membership of the QLA

We also introduce our new QLA Management Committee and in a bid to shake

of f our I|dokveesate aow ®roFacebook i so drop in at

Like us on 7l

https://www.facebook.com/gldlasersat and give us a el
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Queensland Laser Sailors at ISAF Sailing
World Cup Hyeres

Queensland Laser Sailors Ashley

Stoddart, Mitchell Kennedy and

Ryan Palk have been flying the flag at

the ISAF Sailing World Cup at Hyeres

in France. Ashley won a heat, was the

best Australian and finished an

amazing fourth in the Radial division

whilei n t he m8unshise f | eet
Coast sailors Mitchell Kennedy and

Ryan Palk finished well up the ladder

Ashley Stoddart on the water at the 2014 ISAF Sailing in 30" and 35" positions in a fleet of
World Cup Hyeres Thom Thow Photography 123

This regatta is one of the largest and most important this year and is an important
step in the road to the Rio Olympics so Congratulations & well done!!

Queensland Laser State Championship

For those of youhediAheldaweny gutcessia Ktage i t t
Championship regatta in conjunction with the Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club over
Saturday and Sunday of the ANZAC weekend. We had strong fleet numbers in all
classes with the Standard rigs being the largest fleet for some years with 23 starters.
Overall number of Lasers entered was just over 50 boats with entries from as far
away as Tinaroo on the Atherton Tableland and the Clarence River Sailing Club near
Grafton.

On the beach Sunday morning
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Lake Cootharaba provided beautiful late summer like weather with sunny days and

8- 12knt easterly breezes. Saturdays racing started at 1:00pm and we enjoyed two

races in a steady breeze followed by a well attended and lively QLA AGM, election of

a new Management Executive and a BBQ dinner in the Club house. Sat ur day 6 s
races set the trend for the weekend with highly competitive racing in all fleets and the
moderate winds ensured that the fleets remained close together and highly

competitive during the race. As usual in this type of Laser racing any mistake could

and did result in changes of position.

Radial start Photos by www.juliehartwigphotography.ifp3.com Standard rig Leaders tussle downwind

Sunday morning saw another glorious day and following early morning coffees a
promising south easterly breeze started to build with suggestions of good breeze for
the final three races. Unfortunately during the first race the breeze lightened and
then backed around to an easterly but then strengthened, causing the second work
to transform to a lead. The last two races were held in a 10 knt easterly with plenty of
lifts and knocks to keep everyone concentrating. Once again the fleet racing was
tightly contested from the front to the rear of the fleets.

4.7 action - Photos by www.juliehartwigphotography.ifp3.com
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Congratulations to the winners of each fleet:

4.7 Fleet: Radial Fleet: Standard Rig Fleet:
1% James Woodhouse 1* Josh Franklin 1% William Bates

2" Indiabeau Laborie 2" Daniel Self 2" Brad Taylor

3" Natalie Bridge 3" Kerry Waraker 3" Rob Bridge

Full results are available on the QLA web page

Two other important awards were also made at the Presentation.

The Michael Reid Perpetual Trophy was presented to Daniel Selfby Mi chael 6s
parents Robin and Jan Reid.

And the Mark Patterson Perpetual Trophy was won by Annie Eastgate and
presented by Lyndall Patterson

Photos by www.juliehartwigphotography.ifp3.com

Thanks go to all the sailors for the way the races were held in a competitive but
friendly spirit and the Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club for hosting us and running an
excellent regatta. Based on feedback from competitors | think we will be back soon.

Photo Gallery: A professional photographer was on the water for both days of racing and
has taken some 500 photos. Some of her photos are shown in this report and all can be
viewed and purchased at her site: www.juliehartwigphotography.ifp3.com

Laser Waves April 2014 Page4


http://www.qldlasers.com/
http://www.juliehartwigphotography.ifp3.com/
http://www.juliehartwigphotography.ifp3.com/

Life Member: Ken Hurling

At the AGM Ken Hurling was unanimously voted in as an Honorary Life Member of
the QLA for his outstanding work for laser sailing over many years and in particular
his tireless work in training and coaching young sailors. The success of Ashley
Stoddart, Mitchell Kennedy and Ryan Palk on the world stage is testament to the
success of his efforts. Well done and congratulations to Ken!

Those of us that have been around for sor
time are always amazed at the continuous
stream of new talent that Kehas bought to
the class. He has not only introduced new
young sailors Lasers, but nurtured them

Kends current positi

e President of Yachting Queensland through the various phases of developmer

e President of the Australian Laser TNEY nérQa Aydz whR
Association |l Ada aaldd Re 2F &2dzy

e Chairman of the Laser Asian Pacific ~ inspiration through his mentang which
region strives to maintain their enthusiasm and

e Member of ILCA World Council love of our class. You only have to spend

e Moreton Bay College i head coach day on the water with Ken to really see the
devotion and respect these young sailor

have for Ken and his ability to add and
teach the skills required, but al$o instil
the love of the sport of sailingin this case
the sport of sailing Lasers.

Jan Kemp 2014
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Queensland River Titles

Our River Titles were held this year at the Maroochy Sailing Club and featured an
innovative 6 race sprint series on Sunday 9" March. The racing consisted of six
races held on one afternoon with two laps of a short windward return. The conditions
were perfect with a variety of wind strengths due to a squally easterly wind blowing
straight down the river. The wind strength started at around 12- 15 knts and
strengthened to a gusty 20knts as a rain squall blew through. The last race was then
held in very light conditions. The racing was tight and spectacular with plenty of
capsizes caused by the tight racing and gusty wind. The spectators, both supporters
of the sailors and casual pedestrians and fishermen on the bank, were provided with
a great view of the thrills and spills.
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This was also one of the last hit outs for local Australian High Performance Sailing
Team members Ryan Palk and Mitchell Kennedy before they left Australia to
compete in ISAF World Cup events in Spain and France. Maybe the River Titles can
become a regular lead up event to World Cup Regattas!

Congratulations to the winners of each fleet:

4.7 Fleet:
1% Indiabeau Laborie

2" Casey Sutherland

3" Hugh Bekkers

Radial Fleet:
1% Mark Kennedy

2" Kerry Waraker

Standard Rig Fleet:
1% Ryan Palk
2" Mitchell Kennedy

3" Brad Taylor

Full results are available in the results section of the QLA web page

New QLA Management committee

The AGM at Lake Cootharaba
welcomed in a number of new
members to the QLA Management
Committee. Pleasingly, Chairperson
Lyndall Patterson remained in place to
ensure continuity going forward.

The new committee for 2104/2015 is

Chairperson: Lyndall Patterson

Vice Chair: Michael Wilson
Secretary: Tim Barker
Treasurer: Denise Kennedy

Training Coordinator; Ken Hurling

Daniel Self is our Youth
Representative and Facebook liaison
to get our Facebook page up and
running.

And for of course we also have
Regional Representatives being:

Far North Queensland:
Marcus Bulstrode

Central Queensland Rep:
Russell Shannon

North Queensland Rep:
Danny Fuller

Other office bearers and contact
information is available on the QLA

web page

Many thanks also to outgoing
members Rob Sykes, Hugh Bekkers
and Tony Baisden for their great work
over the past few years.
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