REPORT ON SOUTH PACIFIC LASER MASTER REGATTA

RQYS hosted the annual South Pacific Laser Masters regatta over 4 days commencing on 25 July.  This event, instigated by Kerry Waraker 3 years ago, attracted 55 competitors from around Australia and New Zealand.  
What felt like Arctic conditions to us Queenslanders prevailed for most of the 4 days with the sun making an appearance on Saturday and Sunday, together with light wind conditions.  Wind wise, there was a something for everyone with 2 days of strong winds and 2 days of light.  To prevent homesickness for the Kiwis, RQYS laid on the coldest day in Brisbane for 8 years on the Monday.  RQYS also convinced the Wallabies to beat the All Blacks on the Saturday thereby providing a psychological advantage to the Aussies in the sailing too (although some were quick to point out that it took a Kiwi coach to achieve the win!).
Black thunder clouds and 25 knot squalls greeted the competitors on Day 1 with the lasers being divided into 2 fleets – radial and the standard rigs.  With the southwesterly breeze, the beats to windward were tricky with major shifts of around 40 degrees and holes to contend with.  A few capsizes resulted in the famous Moreton Bay choc top – not a pretty site to continue racing with! In the Standard rig, local Tony Baisden scored 2 bullets with Greg  Adams  (RQYS) and Richard Bott from NSW one apiece in the radials. 
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Day 2 produced warm sunshine but little wind which brought problematic conditions for the race officials.  The radials got in 2 races but only after several were abandoned due to large wind shifts. The standard fleet raced 2 races but with a controversial end to their second race, the protest committee ordered the race to be resailed.  The visitors overwhelmed the locals by winning all the races, with radial sailor Richard Bott in race 3 and Adam French in race 4.  In the standard fleet, Barry Cutfield from New Zealand won race 3 Rob Lowndes from Middle Harbour won race 4. 
Day 3 brought another beautiful day in paradise but wind-wise only suitable for water ski-ing and fishing. Shifty 0 – 10 knot winds tested the patience of the race officials and the sailors with the start boat dolling out lollies to placate the sailors. The standard fleet managed 2 races but the radials only 1 with the second race being abandoned.  There were the usual cries of “I was robbed” or “thank heaven for that” depending on where you were on the race course when the abandonment flag was raised.  Strings of lasers were towed in by the volunteer rescue craft in time for a hot shower, drinks and first-class meals served by the RQ kitchen.  A late night ensued by many catching up over bottles of red wine, proving the laser sailors choice of tipple is not poweraid.  
There’s a fine line between pleasure and pain and day 4’s battle began with ominous black clouds forming over Moreton Bay.  With 3 races scheduled for both fleets, the racing started at 10.00am with all the competitors chilled to the bone.  Windy and again shifty conditions prevailed but in the first race the wind eased down considerably.  However, it increased again for race 2 and prevailed for race 3. The eventual overall winners of both fleets, Richard Bott in the radials and local Tony Baisden in the standards scored 2 wins in the last 2 races.
Overall results can be seen at http://www.rqys.com.au/marine-sports/results/SPLM-pointscore.pdf  while some great Suellen photos can also be viewed at  http://www.sailingphotos.net/albums/South-Pac-Lasers-08/ proving to  detractors that you did spend 4 days in 0 – 29 knots winds in frostbite conditions on Moreton Bay sailing, just for pleasure!
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This is a great event for laser masters of any standard– world champions and racing novices alike.  No matter where you were in the fleet, there was always someone to sail against as demonstrated by newcomer Craig McIntyre in the radials. The South Pacific Laser Masters would not be the same without our friends from NZ.  Mike Pasco, from New Zealand Sailing, generously provided Rooster prizes including 2 sought after coastal sailing jackets – thanks Mike!
Thank you also to Kerry Waraker for manufacturing the now famous cylinder trophies for this event.  If you have a laser cube, then come to Queensland in 2009 to try and add a cylinder to your trophy cabinet – they are collectors’ items!  Performance Sailcraft Australia eased the chartering situation by providing 10 boats for charter so thank you to Michael Mills.
Thanks also to the race officials for getting in 8 races in very trying conditions (a very professional job), the volunteers on the water who did not whinge about the cold and also towed us all in on Day 3 , to Suellen and Jennie in the office and to QLA secretary, Debbie Stoddart and her helpers,  for a successful event.

